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TEXT:  Revelation 22:12-16, 20-21 
THEME:  COME, LORD JESUS 
 
Dear Tom, Joyce, Amy, Steve, family and friends of our dear departed sister, Leona Mae 
Toth, 
 
Whenever I felt down or unappreciated, a visit with Leona would always pick me up.  As 
soon as I stepped through the door of her room at Heartland, her eyes would sparkle, she 
would smile broadly and say, “Oh, Pastor, it is so good to see you!”  It is wonderful to get a 
greeting like that.  After sharing God’s Word and Holy Communion with her, and after I 
shared news from church with her and she shared news about her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, and great-great grandchildren with me, we would say our good-byes.  She 
would always say, “See you again soon, Pastor.”   
 
At my last visit with her just minutes before our Lord Jesus called Leona home to heaven, 
she couldn’t say that to me.  But it remains true, just the same.  It remains true for every 
believer in Jesus Christ as our one and only Savior from sin, because Jesus says to us in 
Revelation, chapter 22:  "Behold, I am coming soon!  My reward is with me, and I will 
give to everyone according to what he has done.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.  Blessed are those who wash their 
robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life and may go through the gates 
into the city.  Outside are the dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually 
immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and practices 
falsehood.  I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this testimony for the churches.  
I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star. … He who 
testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon."  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people.  Amen.  NIV84 
 
If you looked at Leona’s obituary, you may have thought, “Well, she had a good long life.”  
And that’s certainly true.  She was 92 years old, had 4 children, 11 grandchildren, 16 great-
grandchildren, and 2 great-great grandchildren.  She was an intelligent woman who worked 
as a circuit court clerk, operated her own antique store, and could fix most anything.  After 
her sister became a Lutheran, Leona learned more about Lutheran teaching and brought 
her husband, Steve, and family into the Lutheran church.  She loved her Lord and she and 
her husband were very active here at Trinity.  Her biggest regret in her later years was that 
she couldn’t worship in church anymore.  She and her husband, Steve, had a great 
marriage that was a wonderful example and model for their children.  She was devoted to 
her husband and he was devoted to her; they did everything together.  Yes, at 92, she had 
a good long life. 
 
Yet, if you had asked her, Leona probably would have said that she didn’t know where the 
time had gone.  Ninety-two years in the history of this world is not all that long.  Our Lord 
Jesus kept his promise to Leona, “Behold, I am coming soon!”  That is a good reminder 
for all of us.  Jesus promises each of us too, “Behold, I am coming soon!”  Each day we 
are a little closer to Jesus keeping that promise for us individually or for the whole world.  
When Jesus returns for us, will he take us inside the city where we can feast on the fruit of 
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the tree of life for all eternity, or will we be left outside the city as dogs to suffer the 
torments of hell for all eternity?   
 
Earlier in the Book of Revelation, the apostle John wrote, “Then one of the elders asked 
me, "These in white robes—who are they, and where did they come from?"  I 
answered, "Sir, you know."  And he said, "These are they who have come out of the 
great tribulation; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb” (Rev 7:13-15).  Leona has been called out of the great tribulation—life in this 
sinful world with Satan as the enemy and our own sinful flesh as a traitor.  She wears a 
robe made white in the blood of the Lamb.  The Prophet Isaiah described the life of the 
believer like this:  “I delight greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God.  For he 
has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of 
righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10).  Leona is clothed in the garments of salvation and is 
wearing a robe of righteousness because her Lord, her Savior, gave her those garments.  
With his perfect life, his innocent death on the cross, and his glorious resurrection from the 
dead, Jesus paid for all of Leona’s sins and gave her eternal life in heaven.  Through the 
Word of God, the Holy Spirit worked saving faith in Leona’s heart.  She believed in Jesus 
as her Savior.  She knew her sins were forgiven.  She longed to go home to heaven where 
she now lives with Jesus inside the city for all eternity.  That’s why she could pray with 
every true believe in Jesus, “Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus.”   
 
All of that was a free gift to Leona from our Savior-God.  And Leona showed her love and 
gratitude to God by regularly worshiping him right here in church and daily in her home 
devotions.  She loved to read our church body’s magazine, Forward in Christ, and her daily 
devotions from our church’s devotion booklet, Meditations.  She looked forward to receiving 
Holy Communion each month from one of her pastors or from our Comfort Elder, Dave 
Story.   
 
In all of this, she has left her children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, great-great 
grandchildren—and all of us—a wonderful example.  Jesus has done everything for our 
forgiveness and eternal life; there is nothing left for us to do.  But if we truly believe that, 
then we will want to be in church to hear God’s Word, to receive his Holy Supper, and 
through our praise, offerings, and service, to show our love and gratitude to God for all that 
he has done for us.  Then, with all true believers, we too will pray, “Amen.  Come, Lord 
Jesus.”  Then, with Leona, we too can say to every true believer, “See you again soon.”  
Amen. 


